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A CONTRIBUTION TO THE PRESERVATION
OF Th€E VALJEVO (DOUNTAINS

Likemanybeforeus, througb ourwork, wetrytofinda
bidden place for ourselves in the bistory of the world.
And life icself is like a mountain. Wich every step
we take, we steal a part of its beauty and change ic
forever. Will we know bow to preserve allthat gives ic
meaning and makes it attractive to the generations
that follow? We must believe that we can protect
the nacural resources encrusted to us as the very
source of life. And we mustlearn to understand their
barmony, wbich is the essence of knowledge and the
true value of what we bave inberited. And then, with
all our strength and the skill that bas been granted
©o us by the Lord—we must work to protectit! -

Gbe mountain (Daljen was, at different times, taken
from the Serbs by Dungarian, Ausctrian, Bulgarian,
Ottoman,andGermanrulers.Gheareawasoftennotc
only the border of the Pannonian Sea and its sbores,
but also the front line of many empires and armies.
Rulers came and wenc, leaving bebind traces of their
presence and the battles they fougbt. Ghe Romans
left Lastva and the foundations of the Bela Stena

fortress: the Nungarians and Austrians Strazara; -

the Nemanjic dynasty, the monascery (Danascirica
and Rraljev Sto: the (Drnjavcevic family, the village
of Krcmar and (Darkovi Canci: setclers, Niksicko
Field, Kosjeric, Uskokovine...

Gbis book is not a scientific documenct, yericis based
on available sources, and it will certainly contain
omissions that future auchors and enthusiasts will
correct. Rere, we will record and explain, wbherever
possible, the origins of many (Daljen and Divcibare
toponyms, and revive the memory of their sources
and the myths that permeate them. We will also list
all the toponyms of the modern age, though they
will bave to withstand the test of time. Ghese stories
are intended to belp the people and entrepreneurs
of (Daljen spark their imaginacion and enricb the
region’s tourist offer—bringing prospericy to our
bomeland, and rest and delight to its visitors. Gbere
will be new books, and there will be new toponyms.

(Day these writings contribute to the preservation
of the beauciful Valjevo mountains, and may they
serve as a kind of coyenant and a foundacion of
knowledge for future generacions, just as the works
of earlier authors bave been for us.

€Enjoy.
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ThE LEGEND
OF ThE DIVCIBARE

FAIRY

Gbe story is based on bistorical records, existing

legends, and archaeological research. Gbe fairy is a

fictional character that connects them and gives
them new meaning

DIVCIBARE RAZVIGORA

@ ) @ nthebearcof (Daljen’, sbeltered by the warm
_ @ breath of the fairy Razvigora® the gentle

flowering meadows of Divcibare came alive—

"Divine® waters” (BoZanske vode), as Noab* bimself .

named them in gracitude, when on a stormy night
of the Great Flood®, Razvigora's winds guided bis
Ark toward the safe barbor of Povlen®. Gbrougbout
the turbulent ages and wars that bave never ceased
upon the €arth, Divcibare bas been a refuge and a
shelter for peoplefleeing the towns, while its bealing
winds’ carried bope of recovery and long life. So it
remains to this day.

b @@ éidden from mortal eyes, Razvigora dwells

=0 Qdeep within the forest, in the Fairy Grove®
1R beneach the former Beli (Danastir (coday
the Cburch of Saint Iicbolas®), near the Skakalo

Waterfall®.No oneknows exactly wheresbelives. Ghe
waterfall is nearly impossible to reach", and many
who dared seek ber fell from thbe cliff and vanisbed
into the whirlpools of the river (Danastirica upon
seeing ber.

When greac suffering struck upon the world,
And Noab strove to save it with bis Ark,
Gbe sea rose upward, reaching to the beavens,
Gbe waves struck fiercely, smiting ac the clouds.
Gben Noab called upon bis God in prayer,
And raised bis bands unto the throne up bigb.

While Noab bowed before bis God in faich,
A breath divine directed bim to safecy.
Gbe divine fairy, goddess Razvigora,

_ With saving winds bore forth the Ark,
And moored it safely on the isle of Povlen.

Gbe waters spread through the Pannonian Sea,
A boundless flood that covered all the world.
Uet there remained the guardian, the fay,
And Noab named the land Divcibare,
Gokeep remembrance of the mighty Flood,
And of the fairy’s breach that brought salvation.

IMPERIAL ROADS

B ince ancient times, the Imperial Road® bas
2; 3 led across Divcibare toward the capictals of

Aempires. With their armed garrisons and
fortified towns, rulers controlled the transport
of ore from nearby mines, protected merchant
caravans, and often charged colls.
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Around the road stretcbed dark, dense forescs,
because of wbichb the wider region of (Daljen—
extending all the way to the mountains of Povlen
and Suvobor—bas 'long been called Crna Gora®
("Black (Mountain’), with its Crni Vrbovi® (Black
Peaks) and Crne Reke Kamenice” (Black Stone
Rivers). In earlier times, this was the site of military
strongbolds of the Illyrians, Celts, Romans, Avars...
Fortifications were torn down and rebuilt again in
the times of ceaseless wars.

THE FORTRESS OF BELA STENA OF
TSAR DUSADN

T be Serbian king, 'later Gsar Dusan the
% gbty", withthe aid of thefairy Razvigora,
rebut[t“” the Beli Grad near the present-day
village of Krcmar®. Dusan’s city was called Bela
Stena?, after the cliff wbhere it was founded, and ic

guarded theentrancestotheempirefromthenortch.
Gbe fairy promised bim that no one could destroy

* thecity, savetheband ofaSerbianruler. She gave him

a signet ring, wbichb would grant any fucure ruler
the right to destroy the fortress and the power to
summon ber aid if the town needed defense. Dusan
brougbt mighty eagles, INemanjic whice-beaded
vultures®, to watch over and warn the knights of

lurkingdangerswhilebereignedinimperialPrizren®. |

Razvigora was the Kking’s favorite, bestowing
strength-upon bis invincible army, and be, inreturn,
protected the people of Divcibare from barsb levies,
evil, and suffering. Gbe king was so migbty that be
bound the demon of the underworld and death, the
cursed (Dorana*, who tormented the people wicth
magic. With the prayers of (Dount Athos monks, be
sbhackled ber with silver and buried ber in the sbaft
of the old Divcibare mine beneath Golubac®.

Gbrough Divcibare wound the ancient pachs, -
Gbe Roman roads, then Dubrovnik’s in their time,
From ages past they stretched on every side.
Gowers rose, and fortresses were built,
(Diners dug, and strong foundacions were laid:
- Some cities fell, while others took their place.

KKk

When Bulgars plundered Kremar in their wratch,
Gbe old and young; all fled in baste,

Fled onward, seeking sbelter in the bills.
Gbere Razvigora, fairy good and kind,
Received them in the bosom of the mountains,
Go guard their souls and granc them peace and
rest.

Gbe gentle fairy struck Beli Grad down,
With breath that morztals call the raging wind,
And leveled it upon the darkened earth.
Gbe Bulgars turned and drew their armies back,
While all the folk came forth from Divcibare,
Go live their fates in quiet and in peace.

k3%

Gbhen came the mighty bost of Serbia,
Gbe countless legions of the mighty Gsar,
Dusan the (Digbty, king of all the Serbs.

At the greattable sat the sovereign lord,
While lynxes paced in watch aboutbis throne,
And vultures soared in flocks across the sky.
Pe fortified Bela Stena, both town and mount,
And spoke these words unto the fairy Razvigora:
"Gbis city I sball guard from every barm,
From (Dorana’s curse and other sorrows dire.
But grantme, fairy, thy immortal power,
Gbac I may burlthe hungars o'er the Sava.”’
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Gbe fairy gave ber strength into bis band,
And Dusan pressed the Dungars backin flight.
(Digbty Dusan with bis noble knigbts
Gook Belgrade swiftly, conquered it with ease:
De drove the Rungars o'er the Sava wide,
By fairy wind unto the plains of Srem.

KRALJEV STO AND THE BATTLE
" OF GOLUBAC

? army led by the Nungarian King Cbarles,
£2numbering over 80,000 soldiers, swept into
Sumadija and dealt beavy blows to the Serbian

1 X uringDusan’s reign, a powerful invading
|

_army. At the king’s call, Razvigora came to aid the

troops, and with ber breath, sbe infused strength
into the brave knights and their borses, spurring
them into a counteractack. Pusbed back by the
Serbian forces, the NQungarians retreaced all the
way to the Divcibare border, to the Golubac Field,
wbere the most important bactle took place. King

Dusan and bis command oversaw the battle from .

the beigbts that locals now call Kraljev Sto ('King's
Gable’) in memory of bis rule in the region. Gbe
invaders regrouped with reinforcements arriving
fromQungary and began pressingthe Serbian forces
in a decisive bactle. Gbhen the fairy unleasbed ber
destructive winds, forcing the Dungarians to falter
and retreat incto the dense forests of the Golubac
peaks. Gbere, to their misforctune, they became easy
prey for the brave Serbian knigbts. Gbe Dungarian
king survived the battle with severe wounds and
withdrew to bis kingdom.

@ﬁ[% bus ended one of the mostimportancbattles
% of Dusan in the 14th century with a Serbian
victory. At Bela Stena, the Serbian king
reviewed bis victorious army and ricbhly rewarded

them. Following this defeat, the Rungarians lost
(Dacva and Belgrade.

PRINCE ANDRIJAS
MRNJAVCEVIC

@72 @ frer the sudden deathb of Gsar Dusan

and the defeat of the Serbian army at
@‘%\% Q(I)arica, fate placed the responsibility on
Prince Andrijas, son of King Vukasin (Drnjavcevic
and brother of the later greatest Serbian bero,
Prince (Darko®, to govern the city of Bela Stena
and protect the northern lands from furcher
Rungarian invasions”. Ne carried with bim Gsar
Dusan’s signet ring, which opened the royal gates
of the city and gave bim the power to summon
the fairy Razvigora for aid whbenever be wisbed.

Gbe prince and the fairy grew fond of each other.
She granted bim ber power, and Andrijas became
invincible in battle. Ilo one could conquer Bela
Stena.

TheE CURSED TRIBE OF OSMAN AND
ThE BATTLE OF ROSOVO

T be powerful Ottoman Empire?, .with its
g g overwbelming force, relentlessly conquered
lands and peoples across Asia, Africa,
and €urope. After the destruction of the Serbian
army and the death of King Vukasin (Drnjavcevic
at the (Darica River*, Noly Prince Lazar®, bimself
perisbing in the terrible Bactle of Kosovo® in 1389,
dealc a severe blow to the Ottoman Empire along
with bis knights. '






@T be Otromans took the next fifty years to
§ grecover from this defeat. Uet even this
could not stop the wave of people and
armies advancing from the south. Relentlessly
pusbing nortbward toward €urope and Serbian

towns, the Ottomans repeacedly laid siege, albeic
unsuccessfully, to Prince Andrijas and to Bela Stena.

When (Digbty Dusan perisbed from this world,
; Ghen Detos ruled upon Divcibare’s field,
IMustrious lord in serviceto Lazar.
he cbristened all the land beneath bis hand,
Bave hilandar abundanc giftand grace,
And sougbt the favor of Saint Panceleimon.

Buc from the south the Gurks in fury came,
Gbey plundered villages and ruined towns
With (Dorana, to bringthe empire down.
Upon the (Darica, the fatal stream,
18 (Dany Serbs perisbed in sorrow and pain,
Drunk with wine, they fell and knew no dawn.

Gbey were avenged by Obilic the brave,
.Who struck and slewthe sulcan (Duracchere,
On Kosovo, the field of crimson bloom.
Uet Lazar too was slain by Gurkisb bands,
Betrayed to death by wrathful Osmanlis:
Gbey setbis boly bead upon a stake.

Gben Stefan, wise Despot and Lazar's son,
Inberited the (Dorava’s domains,
With Detos' field of fair Divcibare,
And under it Beli Grad and Stena,
Which Razvigora, fairy, guarded well
From the beginning to the end of time.

Gbe flowery meads of lovely Divcibare
Gbe Despot gave in dowry to bis kin,
his son-in-law, the king of Dungary.

et notlongafter Stefan perished aswell,
Gben Brankovic family received the land,
And gave the town to Andrijas the king.

Gbe brother of (Darko, the princely lord,
Andrijas, son of Vukasin theking,
Began to raise the towers and the walls,
Go guard the empire from the Dungar threat.
Gben fairy Razvigora, flew to bis aid,
And offered bim the gift of ber power.

Go Andrijas, the master of the town,

Beli Grad, and the fortress, Bela Stena,
She spoke: "Go Dusan once I gave my vow,
Gbacl would aid the city in its need,

6o shield it well, to keep it unconquered:
Call me, and I sball come when thou bastneed.”

- Andrijas raised the towers bigh anew,
Set strong the ramparts of fair Bela Scena,
And bound in stone the fortress walls of old.
Of Beli Grad lying under Divcibare.

And in bis labor Razvigora belped,
Gbe noble spirit, fairy merciful.

And many times the Dungars made their charge,
Gbey stormed the walls to take the city down,
But Andrijas would summon forth the fay,
And sbe in battle lent ber strength to bim.
Gbe more she fought beside bim,

Gbe dearer to bis soul sbe grew.

When be would sleep, be dreamed of ber alone,
When be would sing, bis songs were all of ber.
Der lips became for bim a draugbt of wine
Gbat overcame bis senses every night.
Unril one morning thus be spoke to self:
"Go, find ber now, and let ber be thy love.”
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Gben peasancs of the village Kremar said:
"Razvigora dwells within a bidden cave,
DNear by the waters of the waterfall Skakalo,
Gbe rusbing stream thac plunges from the cliff.
(Den say thatlynxes keep ber company,
And vultures serve ber as ber vassals.”

When Andrijas bad learned where sbe abides,
De girded on bis sword with sbining eyes,
his bow whose arrows fly as swift as birds,
Dis mace of gold that gleams as bright as sun,
Go light bis path through darkness of the nigbht,
And set bis course to seek the fairy maid.

Gbrougb Crna Gora and the Mount aljen
Andrijas wandered for many days:
Save for the stag and for the eagle’s cry,
Ne metno man upon the lonesome pach.
But on the seventh day be beard the stream,
And thought: “Gbe Fairy Grove is near aclasc”’

De made bis way down througb the forest,
A steep descent of manyfold perils,
And there be saw the fairy at ber bach,
Beneath the torrent of the Skakalo.
Rer robe lay folded on the river’s bank,
Beside it shone ber golden fairy veil.

Pe seized the veil and robbed ber of ber migbrt,
And led the fairy with bim to bis ball. .

De decked ber out with silver and witch gold,
Arrayed ber in a gown of emerald bue,
And crowned ber with the diadem of love:
€acb day with ber was greacer joy anew.

Gbrougb Divcibare oft they walked in peace,
Gbey stamped their love upon the flowery meads,
And every blossom breathed their sweet emotions.
Pe wove for ber white garlands out of narcissi,
And set the wreatbs of white flowers in ber bair.
Gbus Razvigora loved Andrijas in return.

ThE DEATH OF ANDRIJAS

;‘C @? earningtbacthefairy gave bim strength, the
@ Q;\}Ottoman beys went to imperial €dirne® to
find a Sibirbaz (a man who praccices black
magic)to,bytheSultan’sorders, performaspellchat -
would strip Andrijas of bis fairy powers and kill bim.
Unable to oppose the fairy with bis own magic, the
Sibirbaz directed them to the old mine on Divcibare,
where the cursed (Dorana was imprisoned. De
gave them magic to [ull the royal lynxes guarding
the mine encrance and told them wbere to dig up
the mine and find (Dorana. "..Go reward with gold
wortby of a Sultan and promise vengeance, and
in return sbe would reveal the secret of Andrijas’s
vulnerability and belp them kill bim." And so they
did. Gbe cursed (Dorana accepred the gifts and the
sweet taste of revenge. Sbhe revealed the secret: the
fairy veil be wore around bis neck gave power to
Andrijas, and the weakness the (Drnjavcevic family
could not resist was the red wine, with whicb she
bad already deceived them at the (Darica River. She
told them: "..gather 13 of the greatest Otroman
warriors, kill the old innkeeper along the road to
Bela Stena, and lie in wait at the inn for Andrijas.’
And so they did. Gbe cursed (Dorana transformed
into a beautiful innkeeper, (Dara, with flowing bair
and ample bosom. She emerged from the dug-up
mine past the sleeping lynxes and beaded to the

- .crossroads wbere the inn stood. Gbe unfortunate

innkeeper bad already been killed by the Ottomans,
and (Dara, seeing the bero Andrijas returning to
town on borseback, ran to meet bim and deceived
bim, claiming a message from bis brother (Darko:
".xbat be bad arrived from distanc Prilep* and to
wait for bim ac the inn uncil be recurned from the
battlefield.” Andrijas, delighted to bear from bis
brother, entered the inn, and the enchanting (Dara
brougbt red wine and quickly got bim drunk. Sbe
removed thefairyveilfrombis neck and gave asignal
to the Ottoman assassins, disguised as Dubrovnik
mercbants®, to killbim. And so they did.
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Gben a white-beaded vulcure cried out from the sky
so loudly it could be beard all the way to imperial
Prilep, signaling that misfortune bad fallen upon
the white town and the peaceful Divcibare fields.
Prince (Darko, bearing the cry, immediately saddled
bis borse Sarac®, took up bis six-bladed mace, and
rode to aid bis brother, unaware of the tragedy. Gbhe
Ottomans bid Andrijas’s body under the fairy veil so
that neitber gods nor demons could find bim while
they waited for the army from €dirne to attack the
fortified town of Bela Stena.

When the Gurks encircled the cicy,
Beli Grad beneath Bela Stena,
Gbey besieged it time and again
At Kremar, under Divcibare’s beigbts,
Uetthe city never fell to their bands,
And their mighty bost was struck down.

Just as the Gurks began to lose faich,
Into their camp there came a youtch,
A youtb from the city of Stambol.

A plume fell low across bis brow,
Daggers gleamed at bis girdled waist,
De tilted bis fez and spoke to them:

In thebeart of the silver mine
Gbe cursed (Dorana bas dwelc for ages.
Rer powers are many and terrible,
Rer gaze can bewitch the bravestknighzt,
Rer smile can drain the strongest one.
Uetrbound in silver, ber migbtis broken.”

Whben Osman Jusuf Aga beard this,
he summoned forth bis scouts at once,
And among them the spabi Radoje.
Gbus spoke the mighty Jusuf Aga:
,Seek the silver mine of Divcibare,
Bring forth to me (Dorana in chains.”

Swiftly rode the Gurkisb scouts,
Across the slopes of (Dount (Daljen,
6o seek the mine of silver deep,
Where the cursed (Dorana dwelt.
When they reached the Crni Vrb peak,
Gbere Radoje found the silver mine.

Gbhey drew forth (Dorana from the shaft,
Gbe cursed one, bound in silver.
And the Ottoman warriors cried:
,Slay for us the king Andrijas,
And we sball grant you liberty,
From the will of our great Sulcan.”

When sbe beard the words they spoke,
(Dorana answered with ber voice:
,Bring me thirteen chosen warriors,
Strike down the innkeeper at Krcmar,
“And I sball bring you Andrija,

Andprijas, son of King Vukasin."

Gbe Gurks beard and swiftly scattered,
€ach to gather men of war.
Ghey brougbt six of their beroes,
- Amongthem mighty Sulejman,
Who struck down the Kremar innkeeper,
And castbis severed bead before ber.

Gben (Dorana took another form,
She became (Dara, slender and fair.
From ber eyes the sunlight poured,

From ber lips sweet honey flowed,

About ber brow, golden bairunbound,
Rer breasts like ripened apples shone.

(Dara knew the curse of the (Drnjavcevic,
Who sougbt their solace in red wine,
Cursing their cruel and bitzer face.
So'she awaited Ring Andrijas,
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Beside the tavern by Dobroska River,
With pitcbers of wine witbhin ber bands.

Gbe sun sank bebind Bela Stena,
And down the road came King Andrijas,
Riding forth toward Beli Grad.

* Passingby the radianc (Dara,
e bebeld the sunlightin ber eyes,
And she called to bim with gentle words:

.Restawbile, O King Andrijas,

Rest but a moment, King of Bela Stena.
Gby brother (Darko sent me with bis word,
Go bringthee tidings from far Prilep,
Of thy fatber, King Vukasin,

And of thy motber, Queen Jelena.

Deceived, Andrijas balted bis borse.
(Dara poured bim crimson wine,

And with ber smile sbe bewitcbed bis gaze.
From ber lips sweet boneyed words flowed,
€nticing the king to drink still more,
Until Andrijas fell into a dream.

Gben from the tavern the Gurks leapt forth,
Gbey struck the king down by treacbery.
Gbey took from bim bis veil and rings,
And bore them to Osman Jusuf Aga.

De gave (Dara a measure of gold.

And freedom in the name of the Sultan.

TERRIBLE NEWS

@ be fairy Razvigora searcbed in vain for ber
gl% beloved Andrijas.Shemovedcliffsandforests

with ber scrongwinds, gazingatthe distant
borizon and the silbouette of ber lost beloved. Even

today, the most beautiful viewpoints are whbere she
once moved mountains. She rejoiced when, in the

distance, sbe saw Prince (Darko riding coward the
rown and flewto meechim, fullof bope. When (Darko
dismountedbis borse Sarac, beembracedber, saidbe
badbeard ofthedanger,and asked abouchisbrother.

Gben imperial vultures descended and told them
of the terrible fate of Andrijas. Gbe fairy burst
into inconsolable tears, from wbich springs on
(Daljen* boiled (some sxill call them the viline suze
(fairy tears)), and (Darko swore by the name of the
(Drnjavcevic family that be would take revenge on
the innkeeper (Dara and the Ottomans for this
crime.

PRINCE (AR KO AVENGES RIS
BROTHER

@ g’@ s the all-seeing imperial vultures bad told

|7 them, they went to the abandoned mine.
5 Q% 3 Gbey found broken chains and confirmed
that (Dorana was free again and bad transformed
into the beautiful (Dara. Razvigora gave all ber
powers to Prince (Darko, making bim an invincible
bero¥. But she warned bim that it was impossible to
kill (Dorana oucrigbt: first, be bad to cut ber wich a
swordandthenstrikeber chestwicthamace.Oncesbe
fell, be bad to set ber on fire with lamp oil to subdue
ber and then drown’ ber in water. (Darko obeyed the
fairy and, now an invincible warrior, set out to take
revenge onthe Ottomans and (Dorana. Recognizing
bim from afar as be rode toward tbe inn, (Dorana
transformed into the beautiful innkeeper (Dara
and appeared before bim with a goblet of red wine.
She invited bim inside to rest fromthe long journey
alongtheimperialroads. (Darko sat acthe table buc
secretlydidnotdrinkthewine:instead, bepretended
to be asleep from drunkenness. Seeing that bis
bead bad fallen on the table, MDorana summoned
the Ottomans, but (Darko sprang up and, wich
bis mace, struck them all down with a single blow.
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Gbe innkeeper (Dara, terrified, twisted in fear
and began to flee across the field. (Darko caugbt
up to ber at the place now called Rastava® and
struck ber for the first time with bis sword. Gbis
is where the' cursed soul of (Dorana separated
from (Daras body through the nose and flew
toward the Rrcmar River®. (Darko mounted bis
borse Sarac and, with fairy strength, spurred
it. Sarac leapt across the Divcibare field toward
Pebar* and (Dorana, wbo was flying above them.

Sarac's booves struck a rock with such force that
sparks flew, and the fairy’s tear boiled (today the
springis called (DarkoviCanci* (ancimeans basins))
and formed a river to drown the cursed (Dorana.
(Marko met MDorana in flight, struck ber with. bis
mace in the chest, and knocked ber to the ground.
e poured lamp oil over ber and set ber ablaze with
beavenly fire: With a demonic scream, (Dorana ran
into the river, which boiled from ber presence. Gbe
river’s waves dragged ber to its depths and drowned
ber. Even today, that shore is called (Dara’s Bank*.

When they came to the field of narcissi
On (Daljen, by the slopes of Divcibare,
Gbe white vulcure called for Razvigora,
Gbe dear beloved, of the dear king;
And to ber spoke the brief, terrible news,
Pouring forth a bicter tear like wine.

"Razvigora, my dearestsister,

Gell (Darko, your beloved's one,
Gbatthey bave slain bis brotber treacherously,
By foul deceit, in the dark of Kremar,
Slain by the Gurks, the Ottoman foes,
With the belp of the innkeeper (Dara.”

Gbefairy's face was wet with tears,

She fellupon (Darko’s chestin grief,
"Gbey bave slain your brother Andrijas,
Slain him though innocentbefore God,
Slain bim in Beli 6rad the strongbold,

Beneath the mighty Bela Stena of Divcibare.”

When Prince (Darko beard this tale of woe,
De drew bis saber and grasped bis mace,

A sbiningarmor girded bis body,
hemounted Saracand rode toward Bela Stena.
Gbere came bebind bim the fairy Razvigora,
And thus she spoke to Prince (Darko:

"Rerel grant you a portion of my power,
Gbe migbty wind thac carries to the beavens,
Gbe boney thatturns water into wine,
Gbe dragon'’s breatb of burningfire,

Gbe thunderbolc gaze that breaks stone,
Gake the oil, and avenge your brother.”

(Marko descended to the Dobroska river,
Where the Gurks, the Octomans, bad gachered,
And amongthem stood (Dara the innkeeper,
Pouring wine, with a smile upon ber face.
But when sbe bebeld (Darko Kraljevic,
(Dara began to flee up the steep bill.

She spread ber arms as if to take flighc,
Fleeing the field and runningto the river.
Ghen Saracleapt, borne by fairy winds,
And flew across to Bela Stena,

Where bis booves struck and made a spring;
(Darkovi Canci, at Pebar, where the wacers flow.

At Rastava (Darko caugbt (Dara,
- With bis mace be struck ber breasc,
Retore ber from Jusuf's treasure,
And the beauty thatadorned ber face.
Der garments scaccered across the field,
And througb ber nose ber spiritfled.
Only the soul of (Dorana remained,
Gbatfled across the sky toward theriver.
Saracleaptand carried (Darko forch,
Gbey overtook the soul of Morana,
Which (Darko struck with thunderous power,
And wich bis mace be pinned it o the earth.

Gben as the fairy bad spoken before,
(Darko poured the oil from the lamp,
And setic aflame with bis breath of fire.
(Morana rolled across the field,

And fell into the spring waters,
Gbere she plunged, and there she drowned.



Marko drew Morana from the water,
And the fairy gave bim ber band in aid,
Gbey bound ber soul within the silver mine,
So it would no longer wander free,

So ber curse would never smother men.

With (Darko the fairy melted gold,
Gold from the sacred lamp of flame,
Forged the chains to bind the cursed (Dara,
Gbey chained ber in the depthbs of the mine,
Buried the cursed mine beneath the earth,
So ber soul could never rise again.

Gben the Gurks, the Ottoman bost,
Fled forever from (Daljen’s fields,
Never more to return, pray God.

Uetr Razvigora spoke to (Darko this:

(arko, you betrer build a church of stone,
Upon the awful place your brotber fell.

And (arko builc the boly cburch,

In Rrcmar beneach Divcibare’s beighzs,
Dhelaid bis brotber's tomb in the wall,
Gbe left-band wall beside the alcar,
In tbe foundation, forever to be known:
Gbis is the church of King Andrijas.

When the church was finished by (Darko,
Re mounted once more bis steed Sarac;
And rode away to the town of Prizren.
Azt Rovine fell the noble Prince,
Uetbis grave was covered by the Danube,

Go resc with the Serbs forevermore.

THE BURIAL OF ANDRIJAS

@T bey found Andrijas’s body, but neither
g 2 King Dusan'’s signet ring nor the fairy veil
be bad been given to protect bim were
found with bim. (Darko and the unfortunace fairy
buried Andrijas in a monastery** near Bela Stena,
so that the cold waters of the river (Danastirica

could soothe bis wounds and remind bim of

the first fairy's kiss by the Skakalo Waterfall.

Gbey bound (Dorana with the gold sbe-bad received
from the beys and left ber in the mine to suffer
for eternity until the end of the world. Gben they
burried to defend the city from the anticipated
Ottoman actack.

THE BLESSING OF SAINT
PANTELEIDMON

?( ) rince (Darko found bimself in a difficulc
& Usituation. De could not stay and rule Beli
g &@Grad because be bad to care for the people
of bis kingdom*, nor could be leave the weeping
fairy, whose soul was torn with grief for Andrijas.

(Darko went to the monastery and prayed to Saint
Sava* to console the fairy and to enable bim to
recurn to bis Prilep courts. Saint Sava listened to
(Darko. Sava then asked bis spiritual facber, Saint

Panceleimon®, who bad blessed bim into monastic* -

life in bis monastery on (Dount Achos whben be
was young, to comfort the unfortunace fairy. “For
Divcibareis ametocbion of bis monastery on (Dountc
Atbos*, and the good people bave fed the monks
with their voil, protected by the fairy Razvigora.

; SaintPanceleimontookpityandappearedinadream

to the kind fairy. De could not bring Andrijas back,
but be could raise bim from the earth fora day "so
that you may see bim and exchange vows, awaiting
the resurrection of the dead. But afterwards,
Andrijas would bave to follow (Darko to guard the
faich and defend the Serbian Empire, and o find
Gsar Dusan'’s signet ring so thac the fortified city of
Bela Stena would not suffer. In recurn, the fairy bad
To vow not to show berself to bumans again, nor to
interfere in buman destinies. Razvigora agreed and
spent ber last day among bumans with Andrijas.
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When Andrijas deparced for the beavens
And bis brotber (Darko rode toward Prizren,
Gbe fairy then spoke unto berself:
"AloneIremain, for I cannot die,
AloneIremain on Mounc (Daljen,
Forever shallI mourn my beloved.”

RNertears stcreamed down the stony slopes,

RNer sigh of sorrow veiled Divcibare.
Wherever she gazed the mountains shifted,
Gbat she migbt bebold Andrijas from afar.

* Allthebrooks were but ber flowing tears,
And every springthe eyes of Razvigora.

Prince (Darko’s heart was moved with picy,
And in prayer be called on boly Sava:
"Noly Sava, king of the Serbian kin,
Grancto Razyigora faicth and bope,
Gbat she too may find ber true beloved,
Ghacher soul be bealed of bitter grief.”
Gben spoke Saint Sava of the Serbs:
“Near me well, Marko Kraljevic,

For still on Maljen lingers Detosprotector,

28 Noly Panteleimon out of Nicomedia.
Go bim my word I shall now send,
Ghacthe fairy may be restored to peace.”

Notmany mornings nordays bad passed,
When on the meadow by the weeping spring
Appeared the saint to the fairy maiden.
Gbhe sun shone bright upon bis brow,
his right band wich three fingers joined,
From calm lips bis voice resounded:

'O my fairy, dearest Razvigora,
What sorrow bas so beset thee,
Gbat thy tears bave drencbed the spring?
Gbe winds sweep across Divcibare,

A black cloud bas veiled the sun,

o laugbzer sounds, only weeping.’

Go bim replied the weeping fairy:
‘Grant me aid, O holy Panteleimon,
Revive my Andrijas, my beloved,
Gbatl may see bim and rejoice.
(Dake me no longer a fairy,

But a maiden for my cherished one.”

'O Razvigora, my dearescfairy,

I cannot wake Andrijas,
Cannotrouse nor wed bim,
From bis ecernal slumber.

UetI may rouse bis soul once more,
For but a day, thac thou may see him.

If thou would bebold thy beloved,
Uet one vow must thou undercake:
Swear, O fairy, to keep thy distance,
From the gaze and touch of mortal men,
DNeither to be seen, nor felc again.”

. Gbe fairy gave ber vow to the sainc,
For:love's sake renouncing ber own self.
Gben spake boly Panceleimon:
"Razvigora, come at dawn tomorrow,
Go the ancient tree of covenanc,
Gbere thy Andrijas shall awaic thee."

Acearly dawn, eretherising sun,
Set Forth the fairy Razvigora,
Setfortb as a maiden,

Flying above the fields of Divcibare,
Go greet ber Andrijas once again,
By the old and sacred covenant tree.

Upon ber brow she wore a wreath,

A white crown of narcissus bloom.
Der gown flurcered in the gentle breeze,
Der feec were bare, as slender as adoe’s.

When she bebeld ber Andrijas,
With tender bands sbe stroked bis face.

Gben Andrijas spoke unco the fairy,

"By the tree they named the covenant:
Wait for me bere, I shall one day come o thee.
Buc when the sun drew toward the west,
Gbhe spirit of Andrija turned to Kremar,
And the fairy dissolved into the air.

In the springtime, when the sun shone brigbc,
When rains refreshed the meadows,
Razvigora walked through Divcibare,
Inthe embrace of ber king Andrijas.
Bebind ber footsteps blossoms sprang,
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€ach step she took bore a flower of narcissus.

THE VOW OF ETERNAL LOVE

=ZJjor a long time, they walked through the
%E fields of Divcibare as they once did. Gbey

C;r again counted timeless bours on Crni Vrb,
speaking tenderly to each othber. Under a tree
canopy, they made a vow to one another, whispered
in avoice carried today by the gentle Divcibare wind,
that they would love each other even after the end
of the world. Andrijas also promised Razvigora
that every day be would send royal vultures to
bring ber bis letters from afar, whatever face
might befall bim, and thac she would scatcer the
wbite narcissus flowers™ over the meadows of
Divcibare each spring as a sign of ber ecternal love.

€ven today, on Crni Vrb, the silent witness to
their vow of love blossoms. (Dany after them met
and loved there: Jovana and (Dilan, Spasenija
and Nikola, Bozana and Zivojin®.. Gbey say this

“unusually special Gree will never wither as

long as there is love among bumans. Some claim
to, bave seen the fairy and Andrijas embraced
in the shadow of its canopy. Who can say.

REAVENLY BATTLES

O rince (Darko and Andrijas were solemnly senc
h loff to battle by the people of the Kremar,
g &@Divcibare, and Bela Stena. From Divcibare,
they were accompanied by theroyal lynxes™, and the
wbite-beaded vulrures® took flight. Razvigora asked
ber sister Raviojla® to follow and protect them
along the path of glory. (Dany battles and much
time bave passed since their departure, yet Dusan’s
ring was not found. Gbeir eartbly battles ended™
long ago, but their beavenly ones are ecernal, as is
Razvigora’s love. Gbe people of Divcibare say thac
wben thunder strikes above (Daljen”, it is Andrijas

and (Darko dueling again with Qungarians, Gurks,
and Germans. And one day, when the white-beaded
royal vultures return to Orlovac®, they too will
return in their glory wich all Serbian knigbts to
reclaim the Serbian Empire and raise Bela Stena
once more.

THE FALL OF BELA STENA

(}L ? ela Stena was the last Serbian forcress®
¢ ﬁ o fall during the mighty campaign of

%Sultan Suleiman the (Dagnificent® toward
Europe. Dis grand vizier, (Dabmud Pasba, stood
for a long time with the conquering army before
the magnificent and seemingly invincible cicy. In
bis band. adorned with Gsar Dusan’s signet ring;,
be tightly beld the fairy veil, besitating to begin
the assault. In bis shadow stood the cursed and
unbound (Dorana, revealing ber demonic face.

Despitethelargearmysurroundingbimandzbreacs
of executing the population, the cicty refused to
open its gates to the Grand Vizier. Confident in
the power of the fairy’s judgment, by wbich only a
Serb could destroy Bela Stena, the Serbian army
mounted fierce resistance. (Dorana’s terrifying
scream set off a fearful cbarge by the Ottomans.

Go the astonishment of the fairy, who observed the
batcle from the refleccion of the clear (Danascirica
River, bidden from buman eyes, the advancing army
of the Grand Vizier broke through the fortress walls,
©o the borror and cries of the inbabitants.-Only the
few residents who bad taken shelcer in the Divcibare
refuge before the bactle survived. ' :
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(MAQMUD PASHA ABAGOVIC
(ANDJELOVIC)

Mg abmud Pasba Andjelovic® was the first

il 9 QSerblan Grand Vizier of the Ottoman
€mpire. Gogether with bis sultan Mebmed

II, be conquered eternal Constantinople®, while
bis brother (Dibailo banded bim the Smederevo
fortress® in 1458 before the campaign against Bela
Stena. Dis family originated from Krusevac, and
be was born in the largest and wealthiest medieval
Serbian city, Novo Brdo, in 1420. Ne was the brother
of (Dibailo Andjelovic (an official at the courts of
Serbian despots Djuradj and Lazar Brankovic),
wbo, as a boy, was captured by the Gurks along with
two other Serbian children and taken to €dirne
as part of the dreadful "blood tax” (danak u krvi).
Dhaving been Islamized as a child, be received the
(Duslim name (Dabmud, while bis two friends were
named Ayas and Abdulkerim. After completing
bis education in €dirne as one of the most capable

_ students, the Gurkisb Sulcan (Durad II Took bim

into service actthe court, where be became close with
the then-heir MDebmed II the Conqueror. Soon after
the conquest of Constancinople in 1453 (when the
last Roman €mperor, Constantine XI Palaiologos
Dragas, son of the Serbian princess Jelena Dragas,
was killed), Sulctan (Debmed I appointed bim Grand

Vizier. Gbus, a Gurkified Serbian came to power, -

replacing the Orthodox balf-Serbian last tsar of
whbat bad once been the world's most powerful
empire. In the ruined towers of the city of Bela
Stena, Janissaries® found the letters Andrijas bad
sent to Razvigora and banded them over to the
Grand Vizier. Gbe letters were beauciful poems of
love and longing. (Dabmud Pasba glanced at them
briefly and feverisbly pressed them to bis cbest as
if caugbt stealing. It is said be did not destroy the
monastery with Andrijas's tomb® because, upon
encering, be was confronted by Sainc Sava and Saint
Pantaleimon® at the alcar. Some say that because

of this, Sultan (Debmed II strangled bim.(Dabmud
Pasba is recorded in the bistory of Persian culture,
as one of the most significant poets” of the 15th

century. Otbers claim that a curse fell upon bim

because of the theft of love.

DEAR:
Adni ((Dabmud Pasba Andjelovic)

When I bebeld the bair of my beloved
Blossomed like a narcissus,
Row it fluctered across ber face, I thought:
Strange, as if the moon bad balted
Among fragranc flowers...

Afallen strand of yours across the face,
Which is like that of a young bride,
In many curls bidden like a serpentc
Gbacrests by day,
Gatbering its strength.

From your face,
Roses and tulips indeed
~ Stoleboth color and fragrance,
And now, as a wondrous bouquet,
Gbey carry them around the bazaar.

Ob dear one, the purpose of the song is to marvel
at beauty!
hRow many wise men were sent to madness,
By the spell of your eyes!

Now they bave captured me: (Day God belp me!

Beloved, my bead, my soul, at your feet
Inowlay down.
By law: a slave with bis property
Belongs to bis master...
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